Postal Convention between Belgium and
Qreat Britain,

signed at London, 19 October 1844

Tais Convention was supplemented by the Articles of 6/27 November
1844, the Additional Articles of '6/18 June 1845 and the Conventions of
8 January 1857 and 5 July 1862, It was further modified by the Conven-
tion of 27 November 1849 and was ultimately terminated by the Con- -
vention of 17 February 1876. It is here reproduced along with the Articles
of 6/27 November 1844 from British and Foreign State Papers, vol, XXXII,
p. 66, being printed also in Parliamentary Papers, 1845, vol. LI, p. 1; .
Hertslet's Commercial Treaties, vol. VII, p. 86, and by Garcia de la Vega,
Traités etc. concernant le Royaume de Belgique, vol. 1, p. 397.
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ENGLISH TEXT

Hzr Mujesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Ireland, and His Majesty the King of the Belgians, being desir-
ous to promote the friendly relations existing between the 2 countries,
and to regulate, by means of a new Convention, the coramunication
by post between their respective dominions, upon a more liberal anq
advantageous basis, have named as their Plenipotentiaries for this
purpose, namely : _

Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Ireland, the Right Honourable George Earl of Aberdeen, Viscount
Gordon, Viscount Formartine, Lord Haddo, Methlick; Tarvis and
Kellie, a Peer of the United Kingdom, a Member of Her Majesty’s
Most Honourable Privy Council, Knight of the Most Ancient and
Most Noble Order of the Thistle, and Her Majesty’s Principal Secre-
tary of State for Foreign Affaira; and the Right Honourable William
Earl of Lonsdale, Viscount Lowther, a Peer of the United Kingdom,
Lord Lieutenant of the counties of Cumberland and Westmorland,
a Member of Her Britannic Majesty’s Most Honourable Privy Counel,
and Her Postmaster-General ; ‘

And His Majesty the King of the Belgians, the Sieur Sylvain Van
de Weyer, Commander of the Order of Leopold, decorated with the
Iron Cross, Grand Cross of the Orders of the Tower and Sword, of
the Ernestine Branch of Saxony, and of St. Maurice and St. Lazarus,

Commander of the Order of the Legion of Honour, Envoy Extra- .

ordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of His Majesty the King of the
Belgians to Her Britannie Majesty ;

‘Who, after having communicated to each other their respective
Full Powers, found to be in good and due form, have agreed upon the
following Articles: :

CHAPTER L—General Arrangements.

Azt I. There shall be & periodical and regular exchange of corre-
spondence between Great Britain and Belgium, at the times and by
the means of communication and conveyance hereinafter described,

‘as well for letters, patterns of goods, newspapers, courses of exchange,
-prices current, and other printed papers which, in the United King-

dom, are allowed to pass by post at reduced rates, originating within
the territories of either State, as for objects of a similar nature
originating in, or addressed to, the countries the correspondence of
which shall be trahsmitted through the said States.

IL. The exchange of correspondence hetween the 2 offices shall
be effected through the following post-offices, namely :

On the part of Great Briiain.—1. Dover, 2. London.
On the part of Belytum.—1. Ostend. 2. Antwerp.

IIT. Independently of the offices of exchenge named in the pre-
ceding Article, others may be established at any other places on the
coast or in the interior of each of the 2 countries, between which
direct communications may hereafter be deemed necessary.

Caarrer IL—Ezchange of Correspondence.

IV, The principal exchange of the mails composed of the inter-
mational or transit correspondence specified in Artiele I, shall take
place at Dover-and Ostend. _

The Post Office of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Treland shall continue to convey by its steam-packets, in both direc-
tions, the despatches exchanged with the Belgian Post Office by way
of Dover and Ostend, 4 times a-week, on the conditions stipulated in
the Convention concluded between the British and Belgian Post
Offices, in October, 1834,

The ordinary departures from Dover to Ostend shall take place-on
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Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays; end those from
Ostend to. Dover, on Sundays, Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays.

V. It is nevertheless understood that the Belgian Goverument
shall be ot liberty to cstablish, or enuse fo be established, atits own
expense, a service of steam-bonts to convey letters, despatches, and
passetigers, between the above-mentioned towns, twice a-week, or
daily, should the Belgian Gavernment think it necessary; and the
Belgian Governmient rescrves to itself the power of coming to an
upderstandiug, in either case, with the British Government, in order
to be liberated from the obligation of paying to the British Post
Office, tho sum of 1,000 pounds sterling annwally stipulated in the
Convention of October, 1834, mentioned in the preceding Article.

VI The esptains of the packets of the respective offices shall

receive from the agent of the Postmaster-General at Dover, and from .

the Director of the Post Office at Ostend, the nanil-bags, closed and
sealed,

The number of these bags, and the time of their delivery, shall bo
noted on a hill, which the said captains, or the officers entrusted
under their orders with the care of the mails, shall deliver on their
arrival to the office for which they are destined.

They shall bring back to the dispatching office a eertificate of the
due delivery of the said mails, from the agent who shall have received
them.

VII. The packets employed by the 2 offices for the ordinary con-

" veyance of the correspondence between Dover and Ostend, shail be

steam-boats of sufficiont power and size for the service in which they
are to be engaged. They shall be vessels belonging to Government,
or freighted by order of Government.

These vessels shall be considered ovd treated, in the 2 ports
above menticned, and in all other ports of the 2 countries at whiel
they may accidentally touch, ss vessels of war, nnd be ‘there entitled
1o all the honours nxd privileges which the interest and impuriance
of their service demand,

They shall be exempted in those ports, as well upon their entrance
a8 their departure, from all tonnage, navigation, and pert dues,
escepting, bowever, the vessels freighied by order of Government
which must pay such dues in those ports where they are levied on
behalf of corporutions, private compaunies, or individuals, They shall
not be' diverted from their especial duty—that is to say, the con-
veyanee of the mails—by any authority whatever, or be Lable to
seizure, detention, embargo, or arrét de prince,

VIIE In case of war between the 2 nations, the mail packets of
the 2 offices shall continue their navigation without impediment or
molestation, uatil » nohﬁcatmn is made on the part of either of the

2 Governments, that the service is to be discontinued; in which case
they shall bie permitted to return freely, and under special protection,
to their respective ports,

1X. The packets of the 2 offices shall be at hbert) to toke on
board or langd, both at Dover and Ostend, as well a3 in other ports of
the 2 countries where they may be obliged to put in, any passengers,
of whatever nation they may be, with their wearing.apperel and
luggage, and also with their horses and carringes, on condition that
the captaing of the said packets shall submit to the reguistions of the
respective Glovernments, concerning the arrival and departure of
travellers,

They shall be prohibited from cony eymg goods or merchandize on
freight.

X. The captains of the packels engaged fu earrying the m_mIs
between Dover and Ostend, shall, in all practicable cases, proceed
direetly to their respective destinations.

If, in consequence of stress of weather or damage, they should be
compelled to alter their course, and to put into any other port than
Dover ar Ostend, according to their destination, they shall be enlled
upon to account for the devin.tion, in such manner as their respeetive
offices shall deem advisable,

‘Whenever a packet conveying mails shall be eompelied to put inte
any other than its destined port, the office of the place where the snid
mails shall be linded shall nuse the most expeditious means of for.
warding them to their destination.

XI. The captains of the packets specially engaged in the convey.
anee of therespective mails of the 2 offices, are forbidden to take
charge of any letter not included in their mail-bags, except, however,
despatches of their Governments.

They must take eare thot no letters are conveyed iilegally by their
erews or passengers, and must give information, in the proper quarter,
of any breach of the laws whxch may be committed in that respect.

X1, If there should be no Government vessels specially appointed
for the direct conveyance of the correspondence between the British
Office of London on the one part, aud the Belgian Offiee of Antwerp
on the other, the exchange of mails hetween the said offices shall take
place by means -of private steam-packets plying between the abeve
ports. @

X1 Iaaddition to the ordinary mails, which shall be exchauged
conformably to the IVth and following Articles of the present Con-
vention, between the British Offices of London and Dover on the one
port, and the Belgian Office of Oustend on the othier, by vessels
belonging to Government, ér freighted by ovder of Government, the
said offices may have recourse to private steam-pnckets plying
between those ports, to forward mutually to cach other, by supple-
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mentary mails, such letiers as may be- advantagemly transmxtted by
thesé means,

XIV. The ordinary or supplementary mails which the offices of
exchange meptioned in the 2 preceding Articles are authorized to
forward to each other reciprocally, by means of private packets, may
contain, independently of the eorrospendence coming from, or
addressed to, the said offices, the transit correspondence from or to any
eountry whatever, which the 2 offices may think it advisable to
forward through those offices,

Caarrer IIL.—Posiage of International Lelters.

XV. Persons desirous of sending ordinary letters, either from
Belgium to the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, snd
those British colunies and. possessiony where the Post Office of Great
Britain meintaing post offices, or from the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Treland, and the British -colonies and possessions, to
Belgium, shall have the option,—

1st. Of leaving thé wheole postage of such Ietters to be paid by
the receiver;

2ndly. Of paying the said postage to the place of destination.

Prepayment for a part.of the distanee shall not be permitted.

XVL The inhabitants of both countries may send registered
lettera from one country to the other ; and, as far as it shall be found
practicable, to the countries fhe eorrespondence of which shall be
transmitted through the respective offices.

The postage on such letters shall be fixed aocording to the com-
bined rates of the 2 countries; it must in all cases be paid to the
place of destination.

XVII. The option of forwardmg 'letters, either paid or unpaui
specified in Article XV preceding, in favour of ordinary letters from
the 2 countries, shall be applicable to letters and packets containing
patterns of geods.

XVIIL, Letters and packets containing patterns of goods, for.
warded from one country to the other, either paid or unpaid, shall be
conveyed at such reduced rates of pestage as are allowed for such
articles by the laws and regulations of each country.

XIX. Letters, either paid or unpaid, originating in any place
of the Kingdom of Belgium, and addressed to any place in the United
Kingdom of Gireat Britain and Treland; and veciprocally, letters,
either paid or unpa.ld sent from any place in the esid United King-
dom to any place in Belgium, shall be charged in the 2 countries with
an uniform postage of 12 décimes, or 1 shilling, per single letter, of
which 4 décimes, or pence, shall be considered as representing the
postage due to the Belgian Office, and 8 pence, or décimes, that due to
the British Office.

Each of those 2 rates of 4 and 8 pence, or décimes, shall increase
aceordmg to’ the weight of letters, in. conformity with the seale of
progression respectively established in the 2 countries.

It is understood, nevertheless, that the British Office shall charge
for every quarter of an ounce one whole rate, on paid letters delivered
to Belgium, as well as unpaid letters coming from Belgium, for that
portion of postage representing the sum to be accounted for to the
Belgian Office.

XX. The 2 offices shall mutually account to each other for the
portion of the postage of the correspondence. exchanged between
them, which is due to each.

In order, however, to simplify this operation, all letters contsined
in one and the same mall, dnd belonging to the same class, shall be
weighed in bullk, and delivered at the following rates’

The: British Post Office shall pay te the Post Office of Belgium,
for all unpaid letters originating in Belgium, and addressed to the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and tho<e British colo-
ni¢n snd possessions where the British Office maintains post offices,
and also for all letters paid in the United Kingdom, and in the snid
British colonies and posgessions, and addressed to Belgium, at the
rate of 1 franc.and 60 centimes, for every 30 grammes ret weight,

The. Belgian: Post Office shall, on jts part pay to ihe British Post
Office, for all unpaid letters originating in the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland, and addressed to Belgium, and also for
lettezs paid in Belgium, and addressed to the Usited Kingdow, st the
rate of 1 shilling and 4 pence per-cunce British, net weight.

XXI. The atipulations of the preceding Articles are applicable
not only to the lettera composing the ordinary mails, but also to those
forwarded by the special opportunities mentioned in Article XIIL

CRAPTES IV.—Transit of Foreign Correspondence.

8 1.—Ordmary Transit Correspondence,

XXII. The Belgian Post Office shall cantinue to convey, ‘without
¢harge to the British Post Office, all the letters which the said office
shall transmit to it, to be forwarded to other States of the Continent,
in transit through Belgium; and also those originating in the said
States, and intended for CGireat Britain, that may be sent by .the
same route.

These letters shall be forwarded by the British Office to that of
Belgium, and by this latter office to that of Great Britain, without

‘any charge or expense. The Belgian Office, howerer, reserves to itself

the right to levy upon the other offices concerned a transit rate, the
smount of which shall not exceed 1 frano for every 30 grammes, net
weight.
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XXIIL The Government of His Majesty the King of the Belgiany
promises to use its good offices with the Governments of the countries
the post offices of which are in relation with the Belgian Post Office,
in order to proeure for the cerrespondence originating in the said
countries, nad addressed to the United Kingdom of Great Britain ond
Ireland, or to the British colonies and possessions, and vice versd, the
same fueilities which are now, or may hereafter be, secured to the
inhabitants of Belgium, with respeot to such countries, in aceordancs
with present or future Conventions.

XXIV. The Belgian Post Office shall pey to the Post Offiee of
Great Britain and Ireland, for paid letters originating in Belgium, or
in the States of the Continent the cortvespondence -of which shall be
transmitted through Belgium, ond addressed to the colonies and
countries beyond ses, and also for unpaid letters originating in the
colonies and countries beyond sea, and addressed to Belgium, and to
the States of the Continent the correspondenes of which shall be
transmiited through Belginm, namely:

1. 8 penee per single letter, for the transit through the territory
of the United Kingdom.

2. The packet-rate which the inhabitants of ‘Great Britain buve ta
pay on leiters coming from and addressed to the colonies and countries
beyond sen.

The Post Office of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ircland, shall, on its part, pay to the Post Officc of Belgium, for
postage of letters originating in the United Kingdom, and addressed
to colonies aud conntries beyond sea, and of those coming from the
colonics, and countries beyond sea, and addressed to the United
Kingdom, pamely:

1. 1 franc and 60 centimes for every. 30 grammes, net weight, for
the transit through the Belgian tervitory.

2. 2 francs for every 30 gramntes, net weight, for séa-éonveyance ;
making in all, 3 franes and 60 centimes for every 30 grammes, net
weight.

§ 2—Fransit in closed Muadls.

XXV. The Delgian Government engages to grant to the British
Government the transit.in elosed mails, through its tervitory, of the
correspondence from the United Kingdom, the British colonies and
possessions, and other places where the British Office maintaing post
offices, to the various continentul States the correspondence of which
shall be transmitted through Belgium, and from those States ta the
United Kingdom, the British colonies and possessions, and other
places where the British Office maintains post offices, at the rate of
1 fyano for every 30 grammes, net weight, for letters, and 5 centimea
for every newspaper or other printed paper,

XXVL Should the British Post Office deem it advisable totransmit
through Belgium closed mails containing the correspondence from the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Iveland, and the British eolo-
nies and possessions, to the East Indies, and other countries the
correspondence of which shall be transmitted by way of the East
Indies, and vice versd, the Belgian Post Office engages to effect the
converance of the said eorrespondence through its territory, at the
transit rates fixed by the preceding Article XXV,

XXVIL The Belgiun Government further engages to convey, also
in closed mails. at the rutes respectively fixed by Article XXIV, and
by Article XXXIV following, letters, newspapers, and printed papers,

from the United Kingdom, and thé British colonies and possessions,’

to the several Stafes of the 2 continents of Amerien, and tice vérsd, the
correspondence of which may be forwarded at the expense of the
Belgian Post Offiec, either by private ships, by Government vessels,
or by vessels freighted. by order of Government, dispatched from, or
bound to, the ports of Belgium, or the ports of destination of such
vessels in transatlantic countries. .

XXVII The British Government engages, on its part, to grant
the transit in olosed mails, at the rates respectively fixed on bebalf of
the Biitish Post Office, by Articles XXIV and XXXIV alrendy
referred to, for the conveyance in erdinary mails, of letters, news-
papers, and printed papers, addressed from Belgium to the several
Btates of America and other foreign countries, and vice versd, which
may be conveyed either by private ships, by Government vessels, or
by vessels freighted by order of Governmeut, dispatched from, of
bound te, the ports of the United Kingdom,

Craernr V.—Newspapers and Prinled Papers.
§ 1.—International Newspapers and Printed- Papers.

XXIX. Newspapers published. in the United Kingdom of Great
Buitain and Ireland, and nddressed to persons residing in Belgium,
ghall be forwarded unpaid to the Belgian Office, and they shall be
gubject to a rate of only & centimes each, to be pnid by the veegiver,

Reciprocally, Belgian newspapers addressed to persons residing in
the United Kingdom, shall be forwarded unpaid to the British Office,
and they shall be subject to a rate of ounly ! halfpenny each, o be
paid likewise by the receiver.. :

In order {o enjoy the reduction of postage above mentioned, the
newspapers must not contain any writing, and they must be sent in
bands or éovers open at the sides, so'that they may be. easily examined.

‘Newspapera which are not seat in conformity with the conditions
above mentioned, shall be considered as letters,

It i fully understood that the preceding stipulations do not in any
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way invalidate the right of either of the said offices to refuse convey-
ing or diswributing on its own territory, newspapers, in any cases
where ‘the laws and regulations concerning their publication snd
circulation have not been duly complied with,

XXX, Pericdicel worke, not of daily publication, issued in the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and in Belginn, in the
shape of pampllets, may be forwarded from one country to the other,
by means of the 2 offices, under the following conditions, namely

1. The postage on such works must be paid, but only to the fron-
tier of the territories of the respective States.

2. They must be sent in bands or covers open at the sides, so that
they mey be easily examined.

3. They must be printed in the Innguage of the kingdom in which
they are published ; and they shall be in every respect subject to. the
conditions: prescribed by the laws, rules and regulations of both
countries, with regard te the circulation ef daily newspapers, and
other publications of the nature in question.

The rate to be levied in Belgium on the above.mentioned works
addressed from the United Kingdom to Belgium, or from Belgium to
the United Kingdom, is fixed at & centimes for each printed sheet
under 3¢ déciméires square,

The rate to be levied by the Post Office of Great Britain on similar
works addressed to, or coming from, Belgium, shall be as follows :

1, For every work not exceeding 2 ounces in weight, 1 penny.

2. For every work above 2 ounces in weight, and net exceeding
3 ounces, 6 pence.

3. For every work above 3 ounees in weight, and not exceeding
4 ounces, 8 pence.

4, And for every ounce above 4, up fo 18 ounces (the limit
imposed on the transmission of such articles by the British Office),
2 pence additional, every fraction of an ounce being reckoned 23 a
foll sunce,

XXXI. The ichabitants of beth countries may send from one coun-
try to the other, courses of exchange, prices current, and such other
printed papers as are allowed in the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Ireland to pass by post at & reduced rate, under the following
conditions, namely :

1. The said printed papers must be sent in bands, and must not
contain any writing, figures, or manual mark whatseever. The courses
of exchange aund prices current shall merely give the name and prices
of goods, without any mention of the name and residence of the
vendors..

2. The postage of such papers is fixed at 5 centimes each for con-
v_eyance on the Belgian territory, and at 1 penny, or 10 centimes each,
for conveyance on the territory of the United Kingdom,

3. They shall not be sent either way, except paid to the territorial
limit of the 2 respective offices,

XXXII No accounts shall be required between the 2 offices for
the mutual trensmission of newspapers, periodical works, and other
printed. papers, from one country o the other. Each office ahall retain
on its own account the postages it shall bave charged, accerding to

_th_-e stipulations in the preceding Articles XXIX, XXX, and XXXL

§ 2.—Newspapers and Printed Fapers in transit.
XXXIII. Newspapers published in the United Kingdom of Great

Britain and Ireland, and addressed to persous residing in the several -

States.of the Continent the correspondence of which. shall be- trans.
mitted through Belgium, and alse newspapers coming from the said
States to the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, shall
continue to be forwdrded from both. sides free from any charge for
postage. The Belgian Post Office reserves to itself, however, the right
to levy upon the sbove.mentioned States for the conveyance of the
newspapers through the Belgian territery, a transit raie of 5 centimes
for every newspaper.

XX XIV. The Belgian Post Office shall pay to the British Post
Office the sum of 1 penny for every newspaper, for transit postage
through the territory of the United Kingdom, and for sea-conveyance
of newspapera addressed to the colonies and ‘all eountries beyond sea
without distinction, sent by the Belgian Office to the British Office, to
be-conveyed either by private ships, by Goverriment vessels, or by
vessels freighted by order of Government,

The same sum of 1 peuny for every newspaper shall be paid by
the Belgian Post Office to the British Post Office, for transit postage
through the territory of the United Kingdom, snd for sea-conveyanca
of foreign newspapoers addressed to Belgium, or to those countries the
eorrespondence of which shall be transmitted through Belgium, brought
in any maoner whatsoever into the United Kingdom.

Reciprocally, the British Post Office shall pay to the Beigian
Post Office, for transit postage through Belgium, and for sen.convey-
ance, of newspapets sent by the British Office to the Belgian Office,
to be forwarded in any manuer whatsoever to the colonies and eountries
bevond sea, o rate of 10 centimes for every newspaper. '

The same rate of 10 centimes for every newspaper shall be paid
by the British Post Office to the Belgian Post Office, for transit postage
through Belgium, and for sea-conveyance, of newspapers coming from
the colonies or countries beyond ses, and. addressed to the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, brought into Belgium in any
manner whatseever.
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Caarrer VI.— Parious Regulations.

XXXV, The Post Offices of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Ireland, and of Belgium, shall make out monthly their secounts
for the mutual transmission, or conveyanee in closed mails, of corres.
pondence; and those necounts, after having been examined, compared,
and settled by the 2 offices, shall be paid at the expiration of every
quarter, by that-office which sholl be found to be in debt to the other,

XXXVL The balance of the abhove-mentioned accounts shall be
stated in Belgian money ; and for this purpose, the suma carried to
the eredit of the Post Office of Great Britain in British money, shall
be brought into franes, ot the rate of 10 centimesfora penny, 1 frane
and 20 centimes for a shilling, and 24 fraties for a pound sterling.

XXXVIL Deadletters and nesspapers which cannot he delivered,
frony whatever cause, shall be mutually returned at the expiration of
every month, or oftener if possible. Such of those letters as shall
have been elavged in the account; shall be returned for the same

weight and amount of postage which was originally charged by the

sending office. )

XXXVIH, Dead lotters which cannot be delivered, from what-
ever gause, and which have been conveyed in transit, eitherin ordi-
nary or in closed mails, by either of the 2 offices, on account of
the other, shall be admitted for the same weight and amount -of
postage which was charged in the transit accounts of the respective
offices, on a simple declatation, or on nominal lists, voughing for the
amennt of postage demanded, when the letters themselves cannot be
produced by the office which has to claim the amount of the postage
from the other office,

XXXIX, Letters mis-directed or mis-sent shall be reciproeally
returned without -delay, through the vespective offices of exchange,
for the same weight and amount of postage at which they were
charged by the dispatching office to.ihe other office.

With regard to letters addressed to persons who have changed
their residence, whatever be the origin of such letters, they shall be
mutually returned, charged with the rate that should have been paid
by the receirver.

XL. In order reciprocally fo secure the postage on the whole
correspondenee frot one couutry to- the other, the British and Belgian
Governments engage to prevent, by all the means in their pewer; the
transmission of the soid correspondence through any other channel
than their respective post offices,

Nevertheless, it is understood that couriers sent by commercial
firms, or by other persons, to convey oceasionally a single letter, or
one or mére newspapers, may pass unmolested through the respective
teryitorics of loth Powers; provided the said couriers exhibit, on the

Belgian territory, the letter-or newspapers which they convey, to the
first post office on their road, which office shall fax the said letter or
newspaper with the rates preseribed by the lawe and regulations of
the country.

The said letter or newspapers shall be marked with the date and
charge stamps of the office at which the postage shall have been paid,
and & certificate thereof shall be delivered to the eonner, and annexed
to his passport,

XLI. The fornyin which the accounts mentioned in Artiele XXXV
preceding are to be made up, the direction to be given to the corre-
spondence, and all other matters of detail and regulation which are
to be arranged by mutual consént, for ensuring the exeomtion of the
stipulations contained in the present Convention, shall be settled
between the Post Offices of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland, and of Belgium, as scon as possible after the exchange of
the Ratifieations of the ssid Convention.

1t is alse agreed that the measures of detail and regulation men-
tioned in the present Article, may be modified by the 2 post offices,
whenever, by mmiual consent, those offices shall have decided that
mich modifications wonld be henefieiul to the post office service of the
2 countries,

XLIL 'The present Convention is concluded -for an indefinite
period. - It cannot be annulled by. either of the 2 Governteuts,
except after notice given to the other Government at least 6 months
previoualy.

XLIIL. The provisions of former Conventions which have been
conctuded between the respeetive post offices, are maiutained where
they are niot contrary to the stipulations of the present Convention.

XLIV. The present Convention shall be ratified, and the Ratifi-
cations exchanged at Londom, within 1 month, or sconer if possible ;

and it shall eome into operation en the Ist day of December, 1844,

In wituess whereof, the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed .

the present Convention, and have affixed thereto the seal of their

arms,
Done in duplieate, at Londaon, the 19th day of Oetober, in the year

of our ford 1844, -
(L.8.) ABERDEEN. {I.8) SYLVAIN VAN DE WEYER,

(L8:) LONSDALE.



